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Issues Facing Wisconsin Lakes & Streams

• Surface Water Pollution

• Groundwater Pollution

• Erosion

• Decrease in wildlife habitat 
(and wildlife)

• Algae Blooms

• Goose abundance & their 
poop

• Decrease in fishery quality 
and quantity

• Higher bacterial levels 
Beach Closures 



Spider Creek Watershed



Importance

5x     in runoff                4.5X     in sediment 
6x     in phosphorous  



Importance





Swamp 
Milkweed

Native Aster

Blue Joint Grass

Patrick Goggin

After 1
year of 
growth!



Fox Sedge

Patrick Goggin

Prickly 
Sedge

Porcupine Sedge

Blue Vervain Ox-Eye Daisy Black Eyed Susan

After 1
year of 

growth!



End Goal

Shoreline Living Vol. 1

Shoreline Living Vol. 1





The Process

• Step 1: Map It Out – where, shape, size 

-There’s no one size fits all 
-All properties are different and you can make it your own
-Every property has different sunlight amounts, slopes, soil 
types, deer/rabbit issues etc. 



The Process

• Step 2: Determine Sunlight & Soil Type

- Full Sun  Shade

- Dry/Medium Soil Moist/Wet Soil 



The Process

• Step 3: Choose Your Plants

• Examples: Attract birds/butterflies, deer resistant,                                        
low-growing plants, stabilize bare soil etc…

• Very customizable 

• Step 3a: Draw It Out

• How many?

• 3 Layers: Canopy, Shrub/grasses, Wildflower (groundcover)
-Important to have all 3 as they each do a job



The Process

• Step 4: Order your plants & pick a day!
-Spring/early summer is best for planting 

-Local nurseries 

-Buy plant plugs or plants in containers 



The Process

• Step 5: Prep the Planting Area 

- Eliminate non-native species including lawn/grass
- Methods include: digging, smothering, and applying 

herbicides*  

Kelly Nechuta



The Process

• Step 6: Planting!!
Tips: 
- Dig a wide & deep enough hole- root ball is ½ inch 
above soil (too deep will kill the plants)

- Label each species so you don’t mistake for weeds
- Water often, especially during first year 

Kelly Nechuta

UW Extension Lakes



The Process

• Step 7: Maintain & Enjoy!
-Weeding

-Watering (important 1st year)
-Prevent browse damage: sprays/temporary fencing

Patrick Goggin



Examples/Pictures

Kelly Nechuta

Shoreline Living Vol. 2



Examples/Pictures

Patrick Goggin

Shoreline Living Vol. 1



County Assistance

• Help design and implement shoreline restoration projects
• Education

• DATCP Funding: Cost-share program. Streambank & 
Shoreline Protection reimbursed 50% up to $3,000*

*Are exceptions 



Other Funding
• DNR

-Healthy Lakes and Rivers Grant

- Score My Shore Tool

www.healthylakeswi.com



Key Takeaways 

• Native plants along the shoreline help:
- improve water quality/clarity  catches water runoff 
 higher property values

- keep geese away

- reduce erosion  remember those root photos!
- attract more wildlife  provides food, habitat

- less geese!



Spider Creek Watershed



Resources



Questions?

Natalie Erler

Conservation Specialist & Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS)
Coordinator

Sawyer County Zoning & Conservation
natalie.erler@sawyercountygov.org

715-634-6463
Office located at the Courthouse

mailto:natalie.erler@sawyercountygov.org
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